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CASE STUDY 

Liam was a two-year-old White British male child. He had five elder 

siblings. He had been taken to A&E by his grandmother after allegedly falling from a ladder. He had been in 

the care of his father. He seemed ‘floppy’ and a blood test showed positive for a number of substances, 

including cocaine. At this time, he was subject to a child protection plan.      

Family Background and Factors 

• Parents' History: Liam's parents had a long history of drug use, domestic abuse, and mental health 

issues. His father had been using drugs since his teenage years. Both parents tested positive for 

cocaine and amphetamines  

• Domestic Abuse: Liam's mother had suffered from two long-term violent relationships with the 

fathers of her children. Her relationship with Liam's father was also violent, and the children often 

witnessed the abuse. She reported multiple incidents of domestic abuse to the police, and he was 

said to be controlling. Mother stated that father had recently moved out of the family house, but this was 

unclear.  

• Alcohol: Father is reported to drink a lot of alcohol  

• Mental Health: Liam's mother's mental health deteriorated significantly in recent years after the 

death of her own mother. She had a history of mental health issues, which were exacerbated by the 

domestic abuse and drug use. Father had a history of self-harm and poor mental health. 

• Older Sibling: Liam had an older sibling who was extremely vulnerable to criminal exploitation and 

involved in serious criminal activities. This sibling moved back in with their mother, which further 

impacted her mental health and the family's stability. 

Living Conditions and Care 

• Developmental and health issues:  Liam was born with a foot condition that required him to wear a bar 

on his legs overnight and specialist boots. He had poor fine motor skills, problem-solving abilities, 

speech and language development, and personal and social skills. He missed several health 

appointments and had limited contact with his GP and healthcare professionals. The children were not 

registered with a dentist and experienced tooth decay. 

• Drug Exposure: Liam's father had a long history of drug use, and there were concerns about the risk of 

drug consumption by Liam.  

• Home conditions were said to be poor, and the family home was often in a state of disarray. Liam's 

father was involved in violent incidents and criminal activities. 

 Engagement  

• Liam was not always brought for health appointments, and access to him was difficult. He did not attend 

nursery regularly. The elder children did not attend school regularly, and one of the elder children had 

additional needs. Parents were inconsistent in their attendance at key support services, i.e., substance 

misuse and mental health services.  


