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The South Tees Safeguarding Children’s Partnership is committed to keeping children and 
young people safe and working together to achieve the best possible outcomes for children, 

young people and their families 

 

Dear Colleagues 
 
Welcome to the South Tees Safeguarding Children Partnership (STSCP) newsletter for June 2021.  We have 
lots of information to share with you and this month’s newsletter has a particular oversight for Domestic 
Abuse / Violence (in all its forms) Awareness in light of the changes to the Domestic Abuse bill.  This is the 
first of two articles to be provided in the June and July newsletters with the July newsletter identifying how 
domestic violence / abuse is being addressed on a South Tees basis.  We would be very grateful if you could 
spare a few moments to have a read.  If you have any feedback in respect of this newsletter or any items, 
which you think would be appropriate for future editions, please email stscp@middlesbrough.gov.uk as your 
comments / feedback are always welcome. 
 

CORE LEVEL 3 SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN VIRTUAL TRAINING COURSES – NEW DATES 
 
We have new dates for the Core Level 3 Safeguarding Children and Core Level 3 Safeguarding Children Update 
training courses for September to December 2021.  The STSCP courses will continue to be held virtually and we 
will only return to face to face when it is safe for everyone.  The new dates are as listed below: 
 
Core Level 3 Safeguarding Children 
Tuesday 7th September 
Friday 17th September 
Thursday 30th September 
Friday 8th October 
Thursday 14th October 
Wednesday 20th October 
Thursday 4th November 
Monday 15th November 
Friday 26th November 
Tuesday 7th December 
 
Core Level 3 Safeguarding Update 
Friday 24th September 
Tuesday 5th October 
Tuesday 9th November 
Thursday 9th December 
 
The Core Level 3 Safeguarding Children courses run from 9:30am to 12:30pm and the Core Level 3 Safeguarding 
Children Update course run from 9:30am to 11:30am.  If you wish to attend any of these courses, please email 
STSCPtraining@middlesbrough.gov.uk confirming the date that you wish to attend, your name, job title, agency 
and contact telephone number and direct email address. 
 

NEW LAWS TO PROTECT VICTIMS ADDED TO THE DOMESTIC ABUSE BILL 
 

The Domestic Abuse Bill passed both Houses of Parliament and was signed into law on Thursday 29th April 
2021.  It is set up to provide further protections to the millions of people who experience domestic abuse, as 
well as strengthen measures to tackle perpetrators.  The Domestic Abuse Bill Act will create a statutory definition 
of domestic abuse, emphasising that it is not just physical violence but can also be emotional, coercive or 
controlling and economic abuse.  As part of this definition, children will be explicitly recognised as victims if 
they see, hear or otherwise experience the effects of abuse.  The Government have created a number of self-
explanatory fact sheets, all of which can be accessed using the link below: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-bill-2020-factsheets 
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Please note that although the link is entitled 2020 the site and documents have been updated by the Government 
on the 18th May 2021. 
 

DOMESTIC ABUSE: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE DISCLOSURE SCHEME / CLARE’S LAW 
 
The Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme allows people to make enquiries with the police about an individual 
they are in a relationship with or who is in a relationship with someone they know, where there are concerns 
that this individual may be violent towards their partner.  You may know this scheme as Clare’s Law named 
after Clare Wood, who was murdered by her ex-partner, who had a history of violence towards women. 
 
This law applies to all people regardless of gender or sexuality.  IT SHOULD NOT BE VIEWED SOLELY AS A 
MECHANISM FOR WOMEN TO MAKE ENQUIRIES ABOUT MALE PARTNERS.  There are two aspects to the 
Domestic Violence Disclosure Scheme - Right to Know and Right to Ask. 
 
RIGHT TO KNOW refers to the obligation police have to disclose information to individuals without it being 
requested, if they consider that information suggests the individual is at risk of harm from domestic violence. 
 
RIGHT TO ASK refers to the rights of members of the public to apply to the police for a disclosure of specific 
information for the purposes of protecting individuals from domestic abuse. 
 
HOW CAN MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAKE AN APPLICATION UNDER THE DVDS? 
 
Individuals can make contact with the police in a number of ways using the 101 non-emergency telephone 
number, in person at a police station or by speaking to a police officer on the street.  There are four stages to 
the process: 
 
INITIAL CONTACT AND INFORMATION GATHERING: A police officer will speak to the applicant and take 
details about the partners involved, what prompted the enquiry and when and where it is safe to make further 
contact with the applicant.  If a crime is alleged to have taken place at this point, then this will be investigated 
and responded to in line with existing Domestic Violence procedures.  Initial checks will be undertaken to 
establish if there are any immediate concerns. 
 
FACE TO FACE MEETING TO COMPLETE THE APPLICATION: If the application progresses, the applicant may 
need to attend a face to face meeting with the police.  The purpose of which is to obtain further information 
about the relationship between the partners to help assess the risks, establish whether there are any children 
in the household and check the identity of the applicant.  The police may run checks and speak to other 
agencies about information they hold. 
 
MULTI-AGENCY MEETING TO CONSIDER DISCLOSURE: The final decision about whether to disclose will be 
made by the police and other key safeguarding agencies (e.g. Probation, the Prison Service) who will discuss 
the information provided by the applicant and any relevant information from agencies.  If they decide to 
disclose, they will decide who should receive the information and any safety plans, which need to be in place 
to protect potential victims. 
 
DISCLOSURE OF INFORMATION: The decision to disclose or not to disclose will be relayed to the applicant in 
person.  If information is shared, the applicant will be asked to sign a written undertaking that they will not 
share this information further.  No written information is given to an applicant but the conversation is recorded 
verbatim and kept on police records. 
 

DOMESTIC ABUSE: CHILD ON PARENT VIOLENCE 
 

Child on Parent Violence (CPV) or Adolescent to Parent Violence and Abuse (APVA) is any behaviour used by a 
young person to control, dominate or coerce their parents.   It is often threatening and intimidating and can put 
family safety at risk.   Whilst it is normal for adolescents to demonstrate healthy anger, conflict and frustration 
during their transition from childhood to adulthood, anger should not be confused with abuse or violence.   
Violence is a range of behaviours including non-physical acts aimed at achieving ongoing control over another 
person by instilling fear, similar to that in cases of domestic abuse. 
 
Most abused parents have difficulty admitting even to themselves that their child is abusive.   They feel ashamed, 
disappointed and humiliated and blame themselves for the situation, which has led to this imbalance of power.   
There is also an element of denial where parents convince themselves that their child’s behaviour is part of 
normal adolescent conduct. 
 

DOMESTIC ABUSE: ABUSIVE TEENAGE RELATIONSHIPS 
 
Abuse in teenage relationships is when one partner begins to feel scared or controlled by the person they are 
with.  They may be confused because it feels like a loving relationship but often only when they behave in a 



certain way.  This is not specific to teenage relationships, as it can happen at any age regardless of gender.  O 
partner can be physically or emotionally abusive in any way including over the phone, messaging or using social 
media, this is relationship abuse or there may be pressure from one partner on the other, to go and see them or 
do things online that they are not comfortable with.   
 
If this is happening, the partner being controlled should speak to someone they trust but only when they feel 
safe to do so.  They can send a message or call a trusted adult to let them know they are worried. 
 

LOCAL AUTHORITY DESIGNATED OFFICER (LADO) TRAINING 
 
Joanne Dickson (LADO, Redcar & Cleveland) has scheduled LADO training sessions, as part of a rolling 
programme with one session per month) so that all professionals / agencies (covering Middlesbrough and / or 
Redcar & Cleveland) have the opportunity to join.  The bite size sessions are 20 minutes long and aim to ensure 
that professionals feel more confident when to refer to LADO and to help them understand the process.  
 
Once these sessions have been completed, the process will be subject to review to identify how this training 
can be tailored to ensure that it continues.  Anyone wanting to book on the dates listed below should email 
Stacey.Waugh@redcar-cleveland.gov.uk indicating which session you would like to book on.  Sessions will take 
place via Microsoft Teams and all are scheduled to start at 1pm for approximately 30 minutes. 
 
 Tuesday 3rd August 
 Tuesday 14th September  
 Tuesday 19th October 
 Tuesday 16th November 
 
Please note that places for the August and September dates are limited. 
 

CHILD EXPLOITATION 
 
Barnardo’s Tees Valley have created a video about how they will support children and young people who have 
been subject to exploitation.  A copy of the video can be seen at  
 

https://vimeo.com/user140651615 
 

THINK U KNOW: HELP US DEVELOP NEW LESSON PLANS| NSPCC REPORT REMOVE TOOL 
 

NEW LESSON PLANS - Think U Know are looking to develop new lesson plans and website content for young 
people of secondary age.  They are looking to schools for help with this and if you are a professional working 
with young people in a secondary school, you could support them by: 
 
 piloting a series of RSE (Relationships and Sex Education) lessons to students in Year 8 or 9 (S2 or S3 in 

Scotland).  These lessons aim to help young people develop positive attitudes to sex / relationships and 
critique harmful peer group behaviours  

 recruiting young people aged 11-18 to attend focus groups and provide us with feedback on website content 
which aims to help protect children their age from online sexual abuse  

 
If you would like your school to participate in either of these projects this autumn, please contact to 
ceopeducation@nca.gov.uk by 1st July 2021 at 5pm.  Further information will be provided after your expression 
of interest has been received.  
 
NSPCC LAUNCH NEW REPORT REMOVE TOOL - The NSPCC and the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) in 
partnership with Yoti (an age verification platform) have launched Report Remove, a tool to help young people 
under 18 remove sexual images of themselves online.  Report Remove can support young people to report 
sexual images or video shared online and take steps to remove it, if it is illegal. 
 
Trying to remove an image or video online can be extremely difficult and upsetting for children and young 
people.  The Report Remove tool provides a child-centred approach to image removal, which can be done 
entirely online and the NSPCC’s Childline service will ensure that the young person is safeguarded throughout 
the process. For more information, please see the link below and make sure the young people you work with are 
aware of this important tool. 
 

Remove a nude image shared online | Childline 
 

The Lullaby Trust: Safe Sleeping 
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The Lullaby Trust in association with Public Health England, Unicef (The Baby Friendly Initiative) and BASIS 
(Baby Sleep Info Source) have produced leaflets for parents and professionals in respect of Safe Sleeping for 
babies with a view to reducing the number of sudden infant deaths (SIDs).   
 
The parent leaflet is entitled Safer Sleep for Babies: A Parents Guide and a copy is attached, as is the 
professionals’ version entitled Safer Sleep: Saving Babies Lives – a guide for professionals.  Copies of the 
individual leaflets can be found on the STSCP website at www.stscp.co.uk 
 

 

http://www.stscp.co.uk/

