January 2021
STSCP Newsletter
The South Tees Safeguarding Children’s Partnership is committed to keeping children and
young people safe and working together to achieve the best possible outcomes for children,
young people and their families
Dear Colleagues
Happy New Year and welcome to the South Tees Safeguarding Children Partnership (STSCP) newsletter for
January 2021. As per previous newsletters, we have lots of information to share with you and we would
be very grateful if you could spare a few moments to have a read. If you have any feedback in respect of
this newsletter or any items, which you think would be appropriate for future editions, please email
stscp@middlesbrough.gov.uk as your comments / feedback are always welcome.
CHILD SAFEGUARDING PRACTICE REVIEW STORK – 7 MINUTE BRIEFING
The STSCP undertook a Child Safeguarding Practice Review (previously known as Serious Case Review) in
respect of non-accidental injuries in young children. The review is known as CSPR Stork and is used to
identify any learning, which is shared through the 7 minute briefing, a copy of which can be found on the
STSCP website at www.stscp.org.uk
JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL WOBBLE ROOMS: SOUTH TEES HOSPITALS CHARITY
During the pandemic, the South Tees NHS Hospitals Trust have created a number of ‘wobble rooms’ for
their staff and are seeking our help in making them as comfortable as possible for colleagues. The Wobble
Rooms are areas within the hospital where staff working with Covid patients can go to relax, collect their
thoughts and take time out. Whilst the charity are able to support the wellbeing of their staff with
psychological support, refreshments and welfare packs they have identified further items below, which
they would welcome as donations:














Lamps / soft lighting
Arts and crafts
Smellies e.g. reed diffusers, scented oils
Word search
Artificial plants
CD player and relaxation music
Colouring books and colouring pens
Chalkboard
Noticeboards
Books
Bean bags
Disposable cups
Cereal and protein bars

The charity have created a wish list on Amazon, which can be found at
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2VQ0872WUJIH8?ref_=wl_share

If you have any items that you wish to donate, then this can arranged by emailing
Stees.Charity.queries@nhs.net with a view to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all parties.
PRIVATE FOSTERING
Private Fostering is when a child under the age of 16 (under 18 if disabled) is cared for by someone who is
not their parent or a 'close relative'. This is a private arrangement made between a parent and a carer,
for 28 days or more. Close relatives are defined as step-parents, grandparents, brothers, sisters, uncles or
aunts (whether of full blood, half blood or marriage/affinity). Further information in respect of the
responsibilities / actions for Local Authority staff and other agencies including health and education, can
be found at the Tees Procedures website at
https://www.teescpp.org.uk/procedures-and-guidance-on-specific-issues-that-affect-children/privatefostering/
Please also see attached the ‘Are you looking after someone else’s child’ poster from Middlesbrough
Council. This article will be re-presented in the March newsletter with the poster for Redcar & Cleveland.
THE NATIONAL REFERRAL MECHANISM (NRM)
The National Referral Mechanism is a framework for identifying and referring potential victims of modern
slavery and ensuring they receive the appropriate support. Modern slavery is a complex crime and may
involve multiple forms of exploitation and victims (both children and adults) may not be aware that they
are being trafficked or exploited. Across Tees, training on the NRM process and post identification care, as
well as support provided to selected personnel in the four Local Authorities and DS John Bentley Cleveland
Police. The Victim Care Pathway should be used upon the identification of a potential victim of trafficking
and this can be found at https://www.tsab.org.uk/key-information/policies-strategies/ Please find
attached a leaflet provided by the chair of the Cleveland Anti-Slavery Network with more detail.
APPROPRIATE LANGUAGE: CHILD SEXUAL AND / OR CRIMINAL EXPLOITATION
The NSPCC, Victim Support and The Children’s Society have come together to produce a guidance
document for use by professionals when discussing the exploitation of children and young people. Please
find attached a copy of the guidance document.
CHILD BEREAVEMENT UK: FREE BEREAVEMENT AWARENESS WEBINAR (24.02.21 & 10.03.21)
This free 90-minute webinar is open to school staff and any other agencies where practitioners may
encounter bereaved children, young people and families. It will give professionals some understanding of
the impact of bereavement on children / young people, drawing on both theoretical background and
practical interventions, including a basic understanding of grief theory, improved confidence in addressing
bereavement issues and knowledge of practical interventions with bereaved children and young people
When: Feb 24, 2021 03:00 PM London - Topic: North Development Team Bereavement Awareness Session
Multi-Agency
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RV56_NSASRWFsyWvBQ5MpQ
When: Mar 10, 2021 10:00 AM London
Topic: North Development Team Bereavement Awareness Multi- Agency
Register in advance for this webinar:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_AiVBX_94TVmtf6GGk6tYYg
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the webinar.

THE NATIONAL REFERRAL MECHANISM
What the National Referral Mechanism is
The National Referral Mechanism (NRM) is a framework for identifying and referring potential victims of
modern slavery and ensuring they receive the appropriate support.
Modern slavery is a complex crime and may involve multiple forms of exploitation. It encompasses:
 human trafficking
 slavery, servitude, and forced or compulsory labour
An individual could have been a victim of human trafficking and/or slavery, servitude and forced or compulsory
labour.
Victims may not be aware that they are being trafficked or exploited and may have consented to elements of
their exploitation or accepted their situation. If you think that modern slavery has taken place, the case should
be referred to the NRM so that the Single Competent Authority (SCA) can fully consider the case. You do not
need to be certain that someone is a victim.

Child victims
If the potential victim is under 18, or may be under 18, an NRM referral must be made – children cannot be
referred in using a Duty to Notify referral. Child victims do not have to consent to be referred into the NRM
and must first be safeguarded and then referred into the NRM process.

Adults & Consent
Consent is required for an adult to be referred to the NRM. For an adult to provide their informed consent,
you must explain:




what the NRM is
what support is available through it
what the possible outcomes are for an individual being referred

You should also make it clear that information may be shared or sought by the SCA from other public
authorities, such as the Police and Local Authorities, to gather further evidence on an NRM referral.
The online referral should only be completed for adults when a member of staff from a designated first
responder organisation suspects someone is a victim of modern slavery (see section 8) and where the adult
concerned has understood the implications of, and consented to, the referral.
It is not to be used as an interview record but as a means for the first responder organisation to provide as
much information as possible to the SCA to enable a decision to be reached.
This does not prevent the first responder from approaching the potential victim to obtain further details where
appropriate, while avoiding placing them under unnecessary additional stress or trauma.

No consent

If an adult does not consent to enter the NRM, a Duty to Notify referral should be completed using the same
online process.

Duty to Notify (DtN)
From 1 November 2015, specified public authorities are required to notify the Home Office about any potential
victims of modern slavery they encounter in England and Wales.
The online system provides optional and mandatory fields to enable you to submit the referral. Adult cases who do not
provide consent to be referred into the NRM process, automatically become DtN referrals on the new online system.

The referral process
If you think you have encountered a person (adult or child) who has been a victim of modern slavery in England
and Wales, you should complete a referral via the new online process.
The new online process allows first responders to submit an NRM referral through a single online form
regardless of their location in the UK or whether the victim is an adult or child. The form has been designed
to be responsive and will change depending on the options selected – including identifying whether a case is
an NRM referral or a DtN referral (for individuals in England and Wales).

Access the new form
The online form will identify whether someone is a first responder by verifying their work email address. First
responders will need to complete this verification to progress with the form.
After submitting the form (which will be sent to the SCA) the first responder will be sent a link to download a
copy. Once it has been received by the SCA it will be assigned a reference number, which will be emailed, to
the first responder.
The old NRM and DtN referral forms will continue to be accepted until 29th February 2020. However, the old
referral forms will only be accepted under exceptional circumstances. If you think this will be a problem or if
you want to provide any feedback on the online referral process – please let us know by emailing
nrm@modernslavery.gov.uk

NRM referrals
If any further information later becomes available that would be helpful in making a decision about whether
the person is a victim of modern slavery you can email this, by responding to the referral receipt email without
editing the reference number in the subject line.
Once an NRM referral is submitted, the SCA will then aim to make a reasonable grounds decision within 5
working days wherever possible.

First responder organisations
A ‘first responder organisation’ is (in England and Wales), an authority that is authorised to refer a potential
victim of modern slavery into the National Referral Mechanism. The current statutory and non-statutory first
responder organisations are:












Police forces
certain parts of the Home Office:
UK Visas and Immigration
Border Force
Immigration Enforcement
National Crime Agency
Local Authorities
Gangmasters & Labour Abuse Authority (GLAA)
Health and Social Care Trusts (Northern Ireland)
Salvation Army
Migrant Help











Medaille Trust
Kalayaan
Barnardo’s
Unseen
Tara Project (Scotland)
NSPCC (CTAC)
BAWSO
New Pathways
Refugee Council

There are different cohorts of first responder organisations in Scotland and Northern Ireland.
First responder organisations have the following responsibilities. These responsibilities are invested in the
organisation and it is for the organisation to decide how it will discharge these responsibilities:





identify potential victims of modern slavery and recognise the indicators of modern slavery
gather information in order to understand what has happened to them
refer victims into the NRM via the online process (in England and Wales this includes notifying the Home
Office if an adult victim doesn’t consent to being referred)
provide a point of contact for the SCA to assist with the Reasonable and Conclusive Grounds decisions
and to request a reconsideration where a first responder believes it is appropriate to do so

A first responder is an individual working at a first responder organisation that is involved in discharging one
of the duties of the organisation listed above.

Essential / helpful material
The West Midlands Anti-Slavery Network have produced an excellent NRM explanatory document, which has
been translated into ten languages. Access to the document can be found at
https://www.westmidlandsantislavery.org/2020/10/22/west-midlands-anti-slavery-network-nrm-explanatorydocument-launched/

Further essential reading / information / support
Modern Slavery Statutory Guidance (please note that this is a lengthy but very useful document:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/950690/J
anuary_2021_-_Modern_Slavery_Statutory_Guidance__E_W__Non-Statutory_Guidance__S_NI__v2.pdf
Home Office First Responder training:
https://www.policingslavery.co.uk/transforming-our-response/training-delivery/first-responder-training/
NRM email address for the Single Competent Authority
nrm@modernslavery.gov.uk
NRM / Duty to Notify referral process
https://www.modernslavery.gov.uk/start

